
Joyce Blomquist 

 In 1965, I first attended a LWV unit meeting in Los Alamos, NM, where we lived in that time. 

Information on the national water study - with state and local focus - was presented.  I was so 

impressed with the knowledge of the presenters, and the information about LWV that I decided 

to join. I then joined a committee studying the county charter process. We interviewed county 

officials and staff, presented information at units and reached consensus.  We advocated for 

our position, an election was held, and the first County charter in New Mexico was adopted.  

I joined the local League of Women Voters in 1969 when my family moved to Roseville. After 

being active in Los Alamos, I wanted to join a league in my new community. 

My first interest was CMAL (Council of Metropolitan Area Leagues), when Bev Price invited me 

to their regional meetings.  The CMAL focus was affordable housing (especially Section 8) in the 

metro area.  I became interested in the need for affordable housing in Roseville, and presented 

a statement on behalf of Roseville LWV at a Roseville City Council hearing. Other regional issues 

of interest to me were transportation and planning for future development.  

My next focus, in the early 1970’s, was local government issues, especially citizen 

representation on local advisory committees: Planning, Human Rights, and Police Civil Service. I 

chaired a League study committee that met with the city manager to gather information on the 

application, interview and selection process.  At that time, it was very informal and there were 

no guidelines.  We presented  information and suggestions for an open appointment process at 

unit meetings, reached consensus, published a brochure, and advocated for our position with 

city officials, which the city began using.  

This led to my election as President from 1975-1977.  In 1976 I attended LWV National 

Convention in New York City.  What an exciting event!  One issue was whether to change our 

name (League of Wo/Men) Voters, to indicate that men were also members. We voted to keep 

our historical name.  We visited the UN and Soho, went to an off-broadway play and other 

exciting activities.  I remember vividly, there was a strike by trash/garbage haulers and bags of 

garbage were piled on sidewalks over 8 feet high.  What a sight! 

In 1978, I was a member of a local study committee which researched, gathered information, 

and published the booklet, “Roseville Government & Community Services.” 

My next level of activity was serving 3 years (1977-1980) on the CMAL Board for Local League 

representation. I was involved in planning and presenting information at regional meetings. I 

was active in recruiting Roseville members (6-8 based on membership numbers) to serve as 

representatives and delegates at CMAL regional meetings and conventions.  I chaired our local 

LWV committee as we hosted a regional meeting. 



After that term I was active at the local level, planning local Finance drives, on the Budget 

Committee, and was Membership chair for several years.  We reached 100 members during 

one or two years. In 2003, I participated on the planning committee for our 50th Anniversary 

Celebration.  It was held October 9th at Olson Campus Center, Luther Seminary in St. Paul, with 

guest speaker Judith Tilsen, Ramsey County District Court Judge. 

My longest running activity was co-chairing and then chairing the Book Sale, our major fund-

raising activity.  This was very successful for the last 7 years, ending in 2013.  

Some changes I observed over the years:  in the past members were younger, and we had as 

many as 16 children for babysitting during our Board meetings. We were eager for adult 

interaction and learning/studying local, state and national government and education issues. 

Also, our membership has gradually decreased from nearly 200, in the 1970’s when I joined, to 

about 75 currently. I think that more women working outside the home has affected our 

membership levels. 

League of Women Voters has been an important part of my life for 48 years. I have made 

lasting friendships, and been actively involved in many important issues.  I can’t imagine not 

being a member. 

Thank you for interviewing me for the Memoirs Project.  

 Joyce Blomquist 
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Interviewed by Judy Rosenblatt, 9/16/13 

When I first joined the League in Los Alamos, I hadn’t heard of it before and was moved and 

impressed by the depth of study of the water issue and members’ commitment to the League. I 

became totally devoted to LWV issues and procedures. I drew the limit at four meetings a week 

(Fridays off). My husband raised our children. League was my life. I was not home much. I was 

totally committed to it. 

Everything was challenging, interesting, and rewarding. Issues really made a difference for 

everybody. Most important early: women were pretty gutsy to work on these issues. I felt that 

together the LWV members could do anything. I felt the empowerment of our members and 

their dedication would change the world. 

Today, one of the main issues at all levels is protection of voter rights, the power of money in 

politics. I’ve seen a change in public attitudes, including hostility at some League meetings. 



Example: audience questioning of our nonpartisanship at our meeting on the two ballot issues 

for constitutional amendments, even though it had been explained that the League had studied 

the issues and taken positions on both and was recommending “vote no.”  

Importance to the community: Important studies were on emergency medical services, 

pathways, Plan B government, open applications for appointment to city advisory committees 

(adopted by the city). The League chose issues important to the community---and we made a 

difference. 

What’s been so important is League’s relationship with local officials over the years, which 

gained respect for League’s positions and good rapport on a personal level. Now the mayor 

(male) is a member of our League. 

What we do has lasting importance; we make a difference for very complex and challenging, in 

depth, important issues. 

Nothing is surprising to me about League; we do well what we do. 

If I could change something, I would get better involvement of members, for example more 

people to be delegates and visitors to League conventions and meetings at higher than the local 

level. 

The most interesting study to me was our local study of affordable housing. I was most 

passionate about it, although it reinforced previous knowledge on the subject. I was also very 

interested in our study of sexism in textbooks (they’re better now). I didn’t change my position 

on these issues but I learned more in depth. 

I made a presentation to my church congregation focusing on the fall elections. I was proud to 

be talking about what League stands for, including nonpartisanship, candidates meetings, 

championing an open and honest voting process. 

League has been central to my life. 


